Summary. The« en bloc» staining of ram spermatids with electronegative colloidal iron at pH 9 caused particle precipitation only on the portions of plasma membrane covering both the postacrosomal lamina and the perinuclear ring. This area of the plasma membrane, implicated in fusion with the oocyte, was characterized by unique electrical properties appearing in the testis.
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Introduction.
Morphological evidence (Fawcett, 1975) , as well as differences in the biochemical composition of the plasma membrane, indicate that there are specialized zones on the spermatozoon cell surface (Koehler, 1978) . Some of the components of this cell surface are specific to the male germ cell line (Gachelin et al., 1976) ; they may be found all over the spermatozoon or only on the flagellum, around the mid-piece and on the subacrosomal zone of the plasma membrane (Millette and Bellve, 1977) . This paper reporting ram spermiogenesis, describes the appearance and maintenance of special electrical properties of that portion of the plasma membrane covering the postacrosomal region of the sperm head and implicated in gamete fusion during fertilization.
Material and methods.
Pieces of testis were fixed for 10 to 24 hrs with 1 to 5 p. 100 freshly depolymerized formaldehyde (Millonig and Bosco, 1967) (Courtens and Loir, 1975) or for arginine (Loir and Courtens, 1979 ; Courtens, 1978a) .
With these techniques, lysine residues were only found in some spermatid organelles. Of these, the previously described postnuclear band (Courtens et (Rattner and Brinkley, 1972 ; Koehler, 1966 Koehler, , 1970 ; they are very evident when the organelles are occasionally detached from the plasma membrane (Courtens, 1978b 
